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Wanted!!!

We are looking for additional articles for the newsletter.
newsletter will only be what we, as members, make it to be
has to be a group effort and meed and want your input. If w
can help to give you ideas, please let us know. Please
articles to any member of the board, Mary Booraem,
Silver or John Heide. One upcoming article for next montt
beé. How the Suncoast Squar
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Challenge

.LA.G.S.D.C. Convention

It is not too late to register for the ®&nnual
I.A.G.S.D.C. (International Association of Gay
Square Dance Clubs ) Convention which is goit
to be held in Cleveland, Ohio over the Jufy 4
weekendThey have a stellar line up of callers
this year and they are pulling out all the stops fc
it. Those of you who made it to our fig in
February, it was the same fun multiplied about .
times over. | multiplied it by 15 because we hac
about 75 dancershd the convention draws
anywhere from 1000 to 1200 dancers. With this
being the 28, | am sure we will be closer to the
latter.

Granted it is not cheap to go to convention, t
it is oh, so worth it. If you have finished the
Mainstream or Plus levelf dancing in the last
year and you have never attended a conventior
before, the Silver Baby rate for you is $125 for
the entire 4 days of dancing. That includes 2
catered dinners and a few receptions. The currt
registration rate is $200 until Jung then it goes
up to $225. If you should have any questions
about it, just ask or you can gowevw.tagc.org
for more information.

Leo and | attended our first convention in
July 1993 in Seattle Washington as M&ieam
dancers and we were hooked. You make friend
at convention and then when you attend thekr fl
in during the year, you have a place to stay. It i
like old home week for us at convention, visiting
with friends whom we have danced with many,
many timesefore at conventions and figs over
the years. This year will be our"16onsecutive
convention. Leo and | received our 10 year
medallion (for attending 10 conventions) in 200
in Toronto Canada and we look forward to
getting our 20 year medallion anfew years. We
hope you will consider joining us in Cleveland
for the convention and representing the Suncoe
Squares.
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Calendar of Events

Tuesday, May 6, 7:300:00PM
Mix of Mainstream and Plus Level Danci
Special Membership Meeting
Sunday, May 11, 6:39:00PM
Mix of Mainstream and Plus Level Danci
Tuesday, May 13, 7-B0 PM:

Mixed Mainstream and Plus

Tueslay, May 20, 7:30@ PM:

Mixed Mainstream and Plus

Tuesday, May 27, 6430 PM
Potluck Dinner;
7:3010 PM: Mixed Mainstream and Plus

Tuesday, June 3, *BDPM:

Mixed Mainstream and Plus

Sunday, June 8, 63®M:

Pride Dance, Mixed Mainstreard &tus
with guest caller, Chris Phillips from the
South FloriddMustangs

Tuesday, June 10, 713DPM:

Mixed Mainstream and Plus

Tuesday, June 17, 713DPM:

Mixed Mainstream and Plus

Tuesday, June 24, 67430 PM:
Potluck Dinner;
7:3010 PM: MixedMainstream and Plus

Saturday, June 28:

St. Petersbudgs Pr i de
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catningG Up

St. Petersburg PrideJune 28, 2008
Visit Our Booth, Watch Us Dance !
New Beginnerds G 2088
7:30pm - Free FurNight -
Beginneros Cl ad"'200Begins
7:30pm

Be
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How did we get started in Square dancing?

John and Leo

Leo and | went to see the Quilt in Washington D.C. in Octo
1992. At the end of the weekend we went to Baltimore to visit
stay with a friend of Legméts
school with. While we were visiting with Joe, we told him if t
had anything to do while we were there to go ahead and do it
we would fend for ourselves. Joe said the only thing he had ot
calendar was a square dance lesson on Tuesday witfhthe
Chesapeake Squares. He encouraged us to go along, it wa:
square dancing.

I had only attended a few fun nights while growing up but L
had grown up square dancing. His father was a caller for a |
senior group in Connecticut, and hiother was a caller for a tee
club of which Leo had been a member, but it had been abot
years since he had danced. We went along to watch. A
halfway through the evening they pulled Leo into a Mainstrearr
and that was it, we were hooked.

When we returned home to Chicago a few days later,
looked up the Chifown Squares but they had started their less
just after Labor Day and we were now into th& ®eek of
October. They were too far into their lessons for us to be abl
catchup. Wea hought where el se can
to have to wait until the following September to begin lesso
We then thought of the Milwaukee club, the Cream City Squa
We lived in the northern suburbs of Chicago in Lake BIuff, r
quite halfway 6 Milwaukee from downtown Chicago. We calle
Joe Frazier the caller for the Cream City Squares and exple
our situation. Joe told us they had started lessons a few w
before and they were a small club, just one square, but if we r
it up there to dnce, they would push and pull us through to get
up to speed with the rest of the group.

The first night we made it up to Milwaukee, | was so nervo
Joe was teaching grand square that evening and | could not fc
life of me understand the coept of it or even execute the call.
was screwing up left and right. On the drive home that evet
Leo told me that he didnot
dancing. Gee, | thought | had done pretty well for my first less
He said if | could not gethe concept of Grand square down,
di dnot know if I would be
vowed right then and there that | was going to make it.

About 4 weeks into our lessons with the Cream city squa
Leo and | suffered a devastaimouse fire. We had just move
into our home about four months earlier and we were at w
when we received a call from our local volunteer fire departrr
to come home, our house was on fire. We lost about 1/3 of
structure and most of the remaindérooir possessions to smok
damage. But the worst part about it for us was the loss of our
We had 2 cats who were 13 and two dogs who were 9 and 11;
had all succumbed to smoke inhalation.

The night after the fire was our regular class nagid wewere
still in shock. We had a choice to sit in the hotel room and cn
go to our lesson with the only usable clothes we owned.
decided to go to the lesson that night. The group was so suppc
of us and they wrapped their arms around us. G@mple in the
group, Rick and Wayne, invited us up early eviévgdnesday
evening for the next five months to have dinner with thetheit

Square News

home. They were such a wonderful group of people, we -
always be grateful to them for helping us to get thrathghdarkest
part of our relationship, and our lives. That is where | develo
my love for square dancing. | say, for me, it was square dan
that got me through that first year after the fire. As you all kn
when you are dancing, you cannot be thigkif anything else.
Sometimes dancers will thank us for doing something in the «

and | try to reply with, i w
has been given to uso.
Roger and Harry
Hel | o from Roger, your

President, antis 15 year life partner Harry.

About three years ago when the Suncoast Resort sto
giving line dance lessons and we were a part of tha
decided that we should try and do some type of dance les
together, for a togetherness evening. We had hbatdhere
were square dance lessons at the Resort also, so we de
to give it a try.

We both enjoyed it and continued but | seemed to
more of a natural and after the first year and graduatic
continued on and went t 08
months on a different night to take Plus workshop less
with Mike Cox as the caller and Mary Cox as my le
partner. For a man to be a follow in that club there were ¢
of snickers but we all persevered and | became stronge
Pl us and Poilt danckrs gogbétier at seeing a ir
in the follow position and they could not help but to beco
better dancers as well.

Last year we decided to go to our first Gay Square Da
Convention in Denver. A decision that we both were glad
made. We annot explain the rush when we saw 1,000 C
dancers dancing in the same room and having such a
time and we are proud to say, we were a part of it. We h
great time in Denver, dancing, white water rafting a
sightseeing that we have decided totgdCleveland for our
second annual Gay Square Dance Convention.

| have been on the board of the Sun Coast Squares fol
years now and who knows what will happen next year,
sky is the limit. | just might take Advance lessons. |
looking forward © retirement so that work will stoj
interfering with my need to square dance.

We both clean houses for a living and Harry has an of
he cleans five nights a week so that is why he is not able t
with the club on a regular basis.

We are very glad wetarted square dancing for all th
obvious reasons, good exercise, friendship and travel. |\
to be as good as my parents at square dancing, as they
25 years ago. Who would have thought?

See you on the dance floor!
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How did we get started in Saquare dancing?

continued

SteveVogelsang

| sometines get asked,How did you start square
dancing"? Well, here's my story. | was living i
Phoenix in the spring of 2002 and attended my f
Phoenix Pride. As | wandered the booths with 1
partner we saw a large booth decorated with colo
balloons and &ig-bosomed "gal" in western wee
taking names. We had discovered the Desert Va
Squares. The members were giving out tempor
rainbow tattoos and signing people up for squi
dancing lessons. Like most people, my only expos
to square dancing hadeén the few weeks in higl
school gym class where we were required to "sqt
up" and desi-do with our classmates. | didn't love
then and was pretty skeptical that | would enjoy it
an adult.

Over the next few weeksréceived several email:
with articles about square dancing and how much -
it was. | was unaware that there was such a le
community of square dancers and that there was
international association for gay square dance clt
My partner and | decided to attend their "fun nigh
We were hooked! Everyone we met was so frient
and we found it to be a great alternative to the k
and plus we were getting exercise, laughing
meeting new people. In fact, the "gal" we met
Phoenix Pride turned out to be the partner of the ¢
caller! We started lessons in late May of 2002. \
couldn't attend the convention that year because
hadn't graduated yet but by the next summer we v
off to San Diego for the convention as mainstrei
dancers.

The convention was great! My only regrettigt we

decided to go late in the game and didn't stay at
host hotel. We drove there from Phoenix and

stayed in the predominantly gay section of the ¢
called Hillside. | have since attended conventions
Phoenix and Denver and | definitely recmend

staying at the host hotel. Since there's dancing all
and well into the night it's easy to take breaks, go
to your room for a nap or a shower and enjoy the hi
pool and gym (though | think the dancing is enou
exercise). The conventions argr@at way to dance tc
many callers from around the world and to becom
stronger dancer. | know that after my first conventi

my mainstream skills became much stronger ar
learned lots of styling. If you attended Flip tt
Flamingo in February, you gat taste of what a
convention is like except on a much smaller scale

Conventions include a grand march and a banc
along with the crowning of The Honky Ton
Queen-a grand event not to be missed! There's €
an area where vendors sell their waspiare

dancing related and otherwise. To me one of

best events at the convention is the optional F
Badge Tour. On the tour you typically board luxu
buses and are taken to spots throughout the host
to dance. Last year in Denver we danced intgy ¢
park, on the 5§ard line at Invesco Field where th
Broncos play, and at Red Rocks Amphitheditrat

was breatkaking. It was a fantastic way to end tt
trip to the milehigh city!

So, that's my story. Since moving to St. Petersb
in 2005 I've loed being a part of the Suncoa
Squares. | don't think my ex still dances but r
partner Jim is a mainstream dancer though
seldom dances these day$iope to get him back tc
a square this fall. I'm happy to say I've become-a
dancual mainstream damand a strong plus dance
as a follow. | look forward to learning the advanc
level calls and dancing until my feet just wor
dance anymorehopefully not for a very long time!

Oh, don't forgethelp us recruit at St. Pete Pride ¢
June 28you neverknow who doesn't know how
wonderful square dancing can be!
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Bi strods Bits

This recipe comes fromonéo our visitors, Joyce Kline (Kingbs
us for our last pot luck dinner.

CORN PUDDING

1 12 oz. can whole kernel corn(white corn)
2 17 oz. cans of cream corn (white corn)
5 lightly beaten eggs (I use Higaters)

% cup sugar (Il use Splenda)
4 tbsp. corn starch

1 Y2 tsp. season salt

Y tsp. dry mustard

1 tsp. instant minced onion

Y% cup milk (1 use soy milk)

Y, cup melted butter

Combine whole kernel corn, cream corn and eggs. Mix
together sugar, corrtasch, season salt, dry mustard and
instant minced onion and add to corn mixture. Stir in milk
and butter.

Pour into 3 quart greased casserole. Bake atf®Q hour.

Stir once during baking. (I always forget to do this).

]
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MAKE A WISH.....FOLLOW -UP

For those of you who remember the article we hac
l ast mont héds Square New
is a follow up to the story. To thoseypfo u wh o
see the first article, here is a brief summary. Dena
90 year old patient at the Hospice of the Flori
Suncoast here in St. Petersburg. They have a Ma
Wish program there, in that they try to grant the |
wishes of some of theirpai e nt s . Dena
to square dance once again as she had done fc
many years. Her husband, George, had since pa
away and she was alone. Dena came to us througt
of our members, Mary Booream who volunteers at
hospice. Dena came andijed us for a pot luck
dinner that Tuesday evening in March and she dar
almost every tip with us. She did not miss a beat. .
was a joy to have with us as an honorary Suncoa
for the evening.

| did a little investigating after that evening ahd
sent an email to Penny Green, the editor o
DANCERgram, a weekly -enail with news and
information of the square dancers in the West Cc
area of Florida. Penny forwarded on my inquiry
Tom Perry, who is a retired caller from the Pinell
Park area.The group Dena danced with was tl
Rainbow Ramblers and it had been around for ovel
years and Tom was the caller. The group folded aft
hurricane took off the roof of the facility where the
danced in the early 199

It turns o wtd, eege aBarsham
was the president of the West Coast, our local sqt
dance association for a number of years beginning
1987. Tom told me that Dena and George were alw
there for all the beginning classes helping to an
them year after year. Hgaid they were the kind o
people who would give you the shirts off their bacl
They were good friends with Tom and his wife b
they had lost track of Dena over the years after Gec
died. Tom also stated that George was a callel
North Carolina befee they moved to Florida.

| truly believe what goes around, comes arou
Dena had such a good time at our dance, | think
was just getting back a little something of what s
had given to so many people earlier in her life. We
grateful the Socoast Squares could be a small part
that.

We recently heard through Mary Booraem tt
Dena is doing better since her visit to us and that
is not so much in need for full hospice care right nc
Dena was asking if the group would mind if slzene
back to dance with us again? We believe De
brought as much to the group that evening as
believes we gave to her.

Dena, come on down!!!

Banner Raid Update

On Thursday May %, nine Suncoasters made it ov
to the Promenade Squares in PineRask to retrieve
our banner. They stole our banner last year and t
have been waiting for us to come and retrieve it
was getting a little dusty hanging on their wall. Dic
DeMerritt called for us and put us through our pac
He was even teaching latle Plus to some of our
Mainstream dancers. Our dancers did very well an
was a fun evening.

After we did our little grand march and stoc
there waiting to get our banner back, | was 1
spokesperson for the group and gave them a |
update on our club. They applauded us when
mentioned that we graduated twelve Mainstre:
dances a few months ago and of our recent recrui
efforts. Some of them were also excited to hear v
some of our guest callers are going to be in
upcoming Yyear for our monthly dances. We
genuinely and sincerely felt welcomed there and
members of the Promenade Squares could not t
been nicer to us. We told them we would be back
steal their banner next. A good time was had by all

Our Honorary Member Dena

Mary Booraem

Hi all. Hope you all are enjoying this wonderft
weather. Here is an update to Dena, our 90 y
old patient with Hospice. She is doing much bet
these days and doesn't need Hospice as n
these days. The night most of us shared with
helped in giing her new life. | saw her last wee
for a special showing at Hospice of the video tt
was made of her visit to the club. | will be tryin
to get the film so we may all share in viewing
this film. She even said that she maybe return
to dance soonThanks taall of you who helped
make this wish come true. Yellow Rocks to all
you.

]
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Flip the Flamingo

On February 15th, 2008 a goal and dream of mine ci
to fruition with the event of, Flip the Flamingo, the first-fty
of the Suncoast Squares. We had 55 full registrations an
walk-ins over the weekeh We even made a little profit o
$275. A great time was had by all. The callers, Mich
Kellogg from Burbank, California, Anne Uebelacker fro
Vancouver Canada were our guest callers along with \
own club caller, Michael Cox. Anne Uebelacker and Mih
Kellogg were the first two callers to offer their assistance tc
in 2004 when our club was admitted to the I.A.G.S.D.C. ¢
full member club and we wanted to have them call for our f
fly-in for us. They put us through our paces calling fr
Mainstream through C1.

Michael Cox was our solo caller for the day on Mond:
President 6s Day at Ft. De
alongside the Gulf of Mexico. We still had 28 people wanti
to dance on Monday after dancing all weekend. We had p
andtaco salad for lunch there. The weather cooperated wit
all weekend long, except for about 15 minutes at the beac
Monday. The storm clouds came up fast and it sprinkled fi
few minutes on one of two squares which were dancing al
time. The claids passed almost as fast as they approachec
we were able to continue to dance until our final tip at 3pm

For most of the weekend, we danced at the Walter Ft
Recreation Center here in St. Petersburg. That just happe
be where Leo and | Ye. | remember standing in line to vo!
in the 2004 general election and looking around at the fac
and turning to Leo agreatplacafyr
afly-i no. Little did | know
have the event? The fip committee looked high and low al
over St. Petersburg and when it came down to it, Walter Ft
offered us the best space at an affordable price.

We had several door prizes which were donated by I¢
bars and establishments. The basket auction Vs lat with
some items being raffled off like a hand crocheted afgha
very nice western hat, an
material 6, along with othe
by club members and one from our local ABC liquor store.

It had been difficult to convince some club members
offer us housing for some of our out of town guests. Mos
our members had never experienced dfly bef or e
know about the custom of offering up their home to h
defray thecost ofthe event for some attendees. Luckily i
went well and everyone who requested housing, receive
Several new friendships were formed between some of
members and guests. | believe a few guests have alr
reserved their housing with club membensriext year.

It was nice to have Michael & Mary Cox, share tl
experience of our first fyn with us. Michael can really
dance!!! Who knew? Thanks to everyone who helpediou
your own way, it didn't go unoticed. The Walter Fuller
Recreation Ceet loved us and hopes we will return age
next year.

We had many nice comments from the attendees a
how friendly our group isLeo and | are just so proud to be
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part of this organization andwas very proud to
havepeople, some of whom Leo @n have been
dancing with for almost 15 years, see what a gr
square dance club we have here. Thank you all
making our inaugural fin a great success. No\
we can | ook forward t.

Anne UebelackeandMichael Kellogg

Buck Knowles

Leo and Roger




